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15 YEARS

F ifteen years ago, nonprofit advocacy groups were told that Minnesotans
would never accept compact, mixed-use urban development as anything but an odd and
occasional departure from the preferred form of low-density, single-family detached
housing separated from commercial and retail destinations. Environmentalists were
adding up the total acreage of new areas being opened up for development in the next 40
years— 200,000 acres of newly urbanized land, which was the equivalent of our entire
state park system. Exotic concepts such as sustainable development and Smart Growth
were seen as fringe theories, or worse, foreign ap-
Russ Adams proaches you’d expect to see in Europe or Portland,
Executive Director Oregon.

Coalition members of the Alliance refused to buy into that narrow vision,
and in the mid-1990s were instrumental in securing a new regional fund-
ing program, the Livable Communities Act. This program steered money to
communities interested in cleaning up and redeveloping polluted land, cities
experimenting with compact urban development models that better con-
nect people to the jobs-transit-housing nexus, and developments that in-
cluded affordable housing. Later, working with the Transit Partners
coalition, we helped pass landmark transportation policy that will create a

network of trains and buses to help move people about the region. Demonstrators helped to get the
word out to pass the Livable
Communities Act in 1995.

Now more people in our region have begun to recognize that all areas of our
region are interconnected through both the people that live here and the issues that affect us all. People who
live in our region are clamoring for more walkable, pedestrian-scale
neighborhoods where shopping, cultural, educational, entertainment
and health care destinations can be reached without always having
to drive a car. And while 60 percent of our new housing stock in
1994 was single-family detached homes, in recent years that statis-
tic has flipped: now more than 60 percent of new developments are
multi-family attached homes. And now, light rail transit lines are
desired by a great cross section of the metro community.

Fi ifteen years ago, very few people viewed land use as

a social and racial justice issue. As a community, we had not come

The Alliance helped faith and environmen- . X o .
tal communities secure funding to cleanup ~ to grips with the fact that the Twin Cities had a long history of

polluted land through the Brownstields allowing urban renewal plans to run roughshod over vibrant com-

Campaign in 1997. munities of color in the name of progress and expediency. Through

the Alliance, a handful of organizations began collaborating on ways to understand how growth and devel-
opment patterns contributed to racial and economic disparities.

i L

The annual Tour de Sprawl, initiated by ~ Participants at an equitable Crowds gathered at the opening of the
the Alliance and now run by the Sierra development forum sponsored by the  Twin Cities first light rail line in 2004.
Club, offers an opportunity to learn about Alliance and partner groups in 2007.

land use and transit issues. )
See 15 Years, continued on next page



1994
Community activists
formed the Alliance for
Metropolitan Stability

1995
Helped pass the Livable
Communities Act through
the Minnesota Legislature.

1997
Helped faith and
environmental
communities secure
$19.4 million to clean up
polluted land through our
Brownfields Campaign.

1999
Organized a cross sector
coalition in support of a
regional inclusionary
zoning policy and secured
$8 million for the
statewide Inclusionary
Housing Program.

2000
Helped secure $4 million
for the Hennepin County
Affordable Housing
Investment Fund.

2001
Helped secure $10 million
commitment from Ramsey
County for the Affordable
Housing Endowment
Fund.

2002
Working with several
partner groups, waged
a campaign to ensure
that cities plan for the
true level of affordable
housing needs in the
region.

2004
Assisted a community
coalition to defeat a city
of Brooklyn Park ballot
initiative that threatened

See 2004 continued on next page

15 YEARS
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Protestors rally for an expanded The Alliance has supported the African ~ Community members showed
transit system and more compact  American Action Committee in battles their support for HIRE Minnesota
urban development. to save affordable housing and secure at 2009 rally. Photo: Megan
equitable development in Brooklyn Park.  Dobratz.

Today, we support multiple initiatives led by community-based partner groups that are
examining growth and development issues with a racial justice lens. We work with a power-
ful set of allies to breakdown barriers that have existed for decades that isolate low-income
people and communities of color from access to workforce development programs, new fam-
ily-sustaining jobs, public transit, community economic development and housing. With the
leadership of the Alliance and our partners, communities are beginning to think about
including racial equity as part of their analysis of the benefits and burdens imposed by
development projects.

Fifteen years ago, new public policies that
would incent suburban commu-
nities to create more affordable
- housing opportunities were

— being hotly debated in the
Community state legislature, but were un-
penefits able to get past a governor’s
p..greemen"-‘-‘ veto pen. Citizens wanted a
right to demand more equi-
table development, and
more accountability and
transparency in publicly
subsidized projects. The Longfellow Community Council

: . Executive Director Melanie Majors and
notion that regular people had the right and developer Dale Joel sign the Twin Cities’
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the power to shape and alter large-scale projects was  first community-based CBA in 2008.
controversial.
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Volunteers from ISAIAH, Transit for Livable Communi- The Stops for Us Coalition has been organizing for
ties and the Sierra Club asked the Legislature to be more equitable transit access as the Central

like Honest Abe when they made decisions about Corridor LRT is developed. Photo: R.J. Maller.
transportation funding in 2008. Photo: TLC.




15 YEARS

In 2009, the Stops for Us campaign had a significant  The Alliance and partner groups like All Parks Alliance for
victory when the city of St. Paul agreed to pay for one  Change organized to save affordable manufactured homes
of the three missing Central Corridor LRT stations in 2007.

we have been advocating for. Photo: Arthur Sidner.

Today, the Alliance is working with more than 100 community
groups to demand that publicly supported infrastructure projects
provide explicit benefits to the communities they affect. We are

securing landmark victories to ensure that large-scale, subsidized

developments benefit everyone.

By
EES rbe ey e o

Wiraipgs

COnmNY Bemecyrg g
The ,-.',..,,, ke 1ol :

=

What a difference a decade and a half can make! When the Al-
liance was just getting started as a loose coalition of faith-based,
social justice and environmental organizations, we knew we
needed to ignite a new movement to advance our agenda. We

chose community and coalition organizing as our vehicle for
achieving social change.

We have partnered with a variety of established and fledgling advocacy groups interested in
innovative public policy reform. We have helped link new research and data to community
needs, while elevating the voice of leaders from impacted communities and firmly establish-
ing their place at the decision making table. And we have provided new opportunities for or-
ganizers to develop shared strategies, exchange information and strengthen their networks.

i i - _
Digital Inclusion Coalition pushed for Minneapolis
to make Wi-Fi service sacially responsible by
adding community benefits requirements in 2006.
Photo: Roxanne Johnson.

The Alliance joined HIRE Minnesota in late 2008
because of the unique opportunity to support this
campaign led by and for people of color.

2004 continued

to displace 900 local
residents from rental
housing, preserving

$84 million of affordable
housing stock in the city.

2005
Helped form and support
organizing efforts of the
University Avenue
Community Coalition,
which organized community
members to secure wins for
affordable housing, job
training, local hiring and
living-wage jobs along the
avenue.

2006
Co-convened the Digital
Inclusion Coalition, which
secured a community
benefits agreement between
the city of Minneapolis and
its Wi-Fi vendor that will
provide an estimated $11
million for community
technology projects.

2008
Through a 5+year campaign,
helped Transit Partners
coalition to pass the historic
Transportation Choices
2020 bill, which would
provide $85 million per year
for transit projects across
Minnesota.

2009
The Stops for Us campaign
secured one of the three
missing community-desired
LRT stations along the
Central Corridor line.

HIRE Minnesota successfully
advocated for $2.5 million
for green jobs training for
low-income people and
energy-efficiency outreach
efforts across Minnesota.




15 YEARS

Fifteen years later, there is widespread recognition that our urban challenges can not be solved by
a single solution approach to our problems—that creating more transportation choices, offering
a balance of housing options, paying closer attention to persistent racial and economic disparities,
and giving more careful consideration of the environmental impacts of our growth patterns
are critical to improving the long-term health and quality of life of our community.

The Alliance for Metropolitan Stability thanks you for 15 years of support and partnership in this
journey. We know there is much more work to do, but today we celebrate all we have accom-

plished together. E

Russ Adams, Executive Director

Green Jobs Day. Photo: Environmental Justice Advocates of Minnesota
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in-sta-bil-i-ty: being likely to
give way or fail

in/stability photography contest

Are we living in stability? Or perpetuating instability?

s we prepared for our 15th anniversary, we gave careful consideration
to what type of event would commemorate the occasion. A dinner
seemed too formal, a happy hour not significant enough.

Then one of our staff thought of a photo contest. Quickly, we realized there was
no better way to look back at 15 years of work for racial, economic and
environmental justice than through the lens of people who live and work in the
Twin Cities.

We organized the in/stability photo contest around a simple idea. We asked
people to send us photos that depicted the progress have we made toward
becoming a more stable region, and the work do we have left to do.

The winning photos — chosen through a community judging process — show
the creativity, talent and differing perspectives of members of the Twin Cities
community.

As we look at the works of art that were submitted, we are reminded what a
beautiful region we live in, and humbled by the work we have left to do to
advance equity and justice in the Twin Cities.

sta-bil-i-ty: having the ability to
resist deterioration or displacement




in stability

Rachel Greenwald

Homelessness in Powderhorn Park

This photo represents how our current
economy has negatively impacted our
neighborhoods and livelihood. A failing
system has left too many homeless and
too many empty homes.

>

Paula Fynboh

House Facing Foreclosure

South Minneapolis

With foreclosures happening all around us,
this family makes a personal plea to the
neighborhood to help save their house.

in-sta-bil-i-ty: being likely to
give way or fail




in-sta-bil-i-ty: being likely to
give way or fail

Caitlin Nightingale

Even through the rubble
and deterioration of a
once thriving factory,
someone still found the
capacity to send a
hopeful message:
“I'love you.” )
-

Caitlin Nightingale

This old, giant rusty
hook hangs almost like
a noose for the broken,

busted car sitting
haphazardly in the
atrium of this
abandoned factory.
>

Megan Dobratz

Just blocks from the new $412 million
Target Field, areas of the North Loop remain
blighted. Undoubtedly, redevelopment will
occur, but as of now, it is still laced with
disparity.

-




in stability

Paula Fynboh

Totem Poll, Minnehaha Park dog park

This totem poll was carved from a fallen tree. The artist
found a way to share his culture, produce public art, and

create something out of nothing.
-«

Paula Fynboh

Artist Totem Poll, South Minneapolis

A community garden brings together local art,
cultural tradition, and talent to compete with
negative perceptions of an inner city
neighborhood.

stasbil-i-ty: having the ability to
resist deterioration or displacement




-bil-ity: having the ability to

resist deterioration or displacement

A-yia Thoj

-

A-yia Thoj

The bright #1 over the First Bank building has been
around ever since | can remember. Seeing it
reminds me that things are still OK.

>

The Twin Cities is home to many refugees. Many arriving in the 1970s
seeking political refuge. The fingers reaching upward in this image are
symbolic of the progress the Hmong community has made here.

Terry Bebertz

Solitude

The ability to rest and
relax is key to being able
to enjoy life.

-
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Congratulations, Alliance for Metropolitan Stability,
on 15 years of working and organizing

toward racial, economic and environmental justice

in the Twin Cities region!

Grassroots Solutions provides consulting services in the areas
of grassroots strategy, organizing, training and evaluation.
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ke Family Housing Fund congratulates the Metropolitan Alliance for Stability on 15 years
of helping advance racial, economis, and environmental justice in the Twin Cities region,

Fhe ramity Housing Fund's missian & 10 provide safe, sffondable, sustainzgbhe nomes 0 famidies and childrern in tha
Twin Cities metrapalitan area through ongoing parinershios with the public and private sector, Since 1280, tm= Furd
has helped aroduce and preserve mare than 33,000 homes for low- and moderate-income individuals and famifies.

Tha Family Housing Fund embracas the mission of the Alliance and is proud to be g partnar in this work 1o promote
eguilable and sustainable growlh and deveboprment throughoul the Twin Cites melmpelitan amea

Flrase visit weaw fhiund_org to Iezm mone about our peograms 2nd Initiatves
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Ellen A Titus
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The Community Stabilization Project (CSP)is a
community-based membership organization,
serving low-income families in the Metro Area.

Congratuiations to the Alfiance
for 15 years of Successiud Work!

Helping Organizations Cut their
Energy Bills and Carbon Footprint
Consultng Serdices phone {A12% 7290082
2714 West Aiver Parkway Faw {012} 722-0100
Mpls, M S5406 rd i mas e Comaes], net
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TFewin Cil I5C congratulates the Allione
[or Melropolitan Stohility on 1% vears aof
working witl the comanurity w advance wcial,
econarmic andd envimnmenial jismcoe in owr rr-|_:'m-||.
Thamk you for your parcnership and dedicaton!

Fwin Ciries LISC & helping peopde and places
prosper by supparing developers, growing kaders
anel engaging communivies. Please visi wliscong
o learr maose about our wnrk,

www_tclisc.org
b51-b42-11049

twincities@lisc.org

Thanks for 15 impressive years of advocating
for social justice and equitable development.
Good luck in the years to come!

State Representative
Alice Hausman

State Representative
Jeff Hayden

State Representative
Melissa Hortman




Fresh ~

Fresh Energy congratulates the
Alliance for Metropolitan Stability
on 15 years of great work!

www.fresh-energy.org
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Thanks, Alliance
Ffor Metlropolitan
Stability, for your
leadership over Zhe
/last s years.
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Congratulations Congratulations on
on 15 years
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of important work!

Solutions for Advocacy Organizations

From your friends at

TRANSIT

for Livable Communities

King Queen Travel (kingqueentravel.rovia.com)is the website for all of your travel needs.
Congratulations Alliance for 15 years of Regional Equity work!

BWEK *Rngers PC

CERTIFIED FUBLIC ACCOLIMTANTS

Rogers and Company

CERTFIED PUBLIC AllORINTANTS

Barry Rogers and Company (aka Rogers and Company), CPAs will have a new name as of
January 1, 2010.

The new firm BWK Rogers PC will continue to provide auditing and consulting services to the
nonprofit community as we have done tor the past 28 vears.

We alsa will continue to offer training, at least annually, for accounting professionals through the
national Certified Nonprofit Accounting Professional (CNAP) program. The CHNADP progranm Iz
designed  specifically for non-CPAs and any professionals charged with the [inancial
management of a not-for-profit organization.

Please visit our website at www.barrvrogers.com for more information on the CNAP program
scheduled dates for 2010.

Congratulations to Alliance for Metropolitan Stability on 15 vears of service to the
community.
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zs= Minnesota Center for
w* Environmental Advocacy

f
The Alliance for M&tropolitan Stability is a
demonstrated leader in fighting for more equitable land use

and transportatioh in the Twin Cities region.

Here’s wishing you another 15 years.




Our thanks to the Alliance and its coalition members
for your years of committed action serving the interests
of a just and vital community.

smith
<= partners

Ol Title Republic Building
400 Second Avenue South, Suite 1200 Lhuck Holtman
Minneapolis, Minnesota 35400 Ml_l:hael Welch, Attorneys
WL S T PATTNer s . com Faith Cable, Planner
Tonl Green, Office Manager
James Lockhart, Of Counsel

Lauls smith

Business Assistance Programs

Metropolitan Consortium of
Community Developers

Rob Smalund
Enterprise Facilitator
M 3T Chicago Avenue South
Minreapolis; MN 55407
B12-7B9-7337 x1
FEmelUnaEmeedTin oy
WA mcedimn.ong

MCED s a nan-profit anganization that provedies
Bocazs lo capital and technical assistance for now
and emerging small buenasses
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THANK YOU The Sierra Club
Alliance for Metropolitan Stability N ﬂ'ffh Sf ar C F 11 p f o

for your work on

community thanks the Alliance

Z;’;:Zf’se"ts \\\ for 15 years of

and your Jewish )
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JEWISH o work Council on outsta ﬂd!ﬂg work!

COMMUNITY , )
ACTION ;Z;Z,Stw”e’ Urban Affairs

Congratulations on 15 years
of successful advocacy for our metro region.
Here’s wishing you many more years of
great community organizing for justice!

State Senator State Senator State Senator State Senator
Ellen Anderson Dick Cohen Scott Dibble Mee Moua




ALLIANCE FOR

METROPOLITAN
STABILITY

5

2525 E. Franklin Avenue
Suite 200
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Phone: 612-332-4471
Fax: 612-338-2194

www.metrostability.org

The Alliance for
Metropolitan Stability
is a coalition of 26
grassroots organizations
that work together
to advance racial,
economic and
environmental justice
in the way growth
and development
occurs in
the Twin Cities region.

MEMBERS

1000 Friends of Minnesota

African American Action Committee

All Parks Alliance for Change

Community Stabilization Project
Environmental Justice Advocates of Minnesota
Family & Children’s Service

Fresh Energy

Fund for an OPEN Society

HOME Line

Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Jewish Community Action

League of Women Voters of Minnesota

Local Initiative Support Corporation
Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers

Metropolitan Interfaith Council on
Affordable Housing

Minneapolis Urban League
Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy

Minnesota Unitarian Universalist
Social Justice Alliance

Native American Community Development Institute
Office for Social Justice, Catholic Charities

St. Paul Area Coalition for the Homeless

Sierra Club, North Star Chapter

Somali Action Alliance

Transit for Livable Communities

University UNITED

Women's Environmental Institute

FOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATIONS
Ford Foundation

Otto Bremer Foundation

McKnight Foundation

Minneapolis Foundation

Phillips Family Foundation

Unitarian Universalist Veatch Program
at Shelter Rock

BOARD MEMBERS

Julia Freeman
Vice President
at large

Flo Golod
at large

Tina Homstad
Secretary
Local Initiatives Support Corporation

Mari Lecours
Community Stabilization Project

Allan Malkis
President
Jewish Community Action

Karen Monahan
Environmental Justice Advocates of Minnesota

Natalia Pretelt
Treasurer
Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers

Steven Renderos
at large

STAFF

Russ Adams
Executive Director

Tracy Babler
Development/Communications Director

Maura Brown
Associate Director

Jennifer Jimenez
Coalition Organizer/Researcher

Joan Vanhala
Coalition Organizer

Alessandra Williams
HIRE Minnesota Coordinator

in/stability photos featured in cropped photo
composites on cover and page 7 are by:

Jay Adams Sage Holben
Terry Bebertz Lynn Mari
Megan Dobratz Annie Young

Edward Goetz



