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Tools & Resources



Rapidly Evolving Federal Opportunities for Connecting Transit, 
Land-Use, Economic Development and Community Benefits



HUD-DOT-EPA Interagency Partnership for 

Sustainable Communities
Background

On June 16, 2009, EPA joined with the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) and the U. S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) to help improve access to affordable housing, 
more transportation options, and lower transportation costs while 
protecting the environment in communities nationwide. Through a 
set of guiding livability principles and a partnership agreement that 
will guide the agencies' efforts, this partnership will coordinate 
federal housing, transportation, and other infrastructure 
investments to protect the environment, promote equitable 
development, and help to address the challenges of climate 
change.

[ Retrieved from: http://www.epa.gov/dced/partnership/index.html ]

http://www.epa.gov/dced/partnership/index.html


Livability Principles

Provide more transportation choices. Develop safe, reliable, and economical transportation 
choices to decrease household transportation costs, reduce our nation’s dependence on 
foreign oil, improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and promote public health. 

Promote equitable, affordable housing. Expand location- and energy-efficient housing choices
for people of all ages, incomes, races, and ethnicities to increase mobility and lower the   
combined cost of housing and transportation. 

Enhance economic competitiveness. Improve economic competitiveness through reliable and
timely access to employment centers, educational opportunities, services and other basic
needs by workers, as well as expanded business access to markets. 

Support existing communities. Target federal funding toward existing communities —
through strategies like transit oriented, mixed-use development, and land recycling — to 
increase community revitalization and the efficiency of public works investments and 
safeguard rural landscapes. 

Coordinate and leverage federal policies and investment. Align federal policies and funding
to remove barriers to collaboration, leverage funding, and increase the accountability and
effectiveness of all levels of government to plan for future growth, including making smart  
energy choices such as locally generated renewable energy 

Value communities and neighborhoods. Enhance the unique characteristics of all
communities by investing in healthy, safe, and walkable neighborhoods — rural, urban, or 
suburban. 





Federal Policy Developments
• ARRA – stimulus bill ( 2009 )
• Livable Communities Act ( 2010 – Sen. Dodd )
• Transportation Reauthorization bill ( 2011? ) 

• Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Grants 
The U.S. Department of Transportation announced $1.5 billion in TIGER Grant funding for over 50 high-
priority, innovative transportation projects across the country. Funded by the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA), this program targets major national and regional transportation projects that 
are in many cases difficult to pursue through other government funding programs. Selected projects must 
foster job creation, show strong economic benefits, and promote communities that are safer, cleaner and 
more livable. St. Paul’s train Depot was awarded $35 million from this program.

• Sustainable Communities Initiative
In the 2010 Budget, Congress provided a total of $150 million to HUD for a Sustainable Communities 
Initiative to improve regional planning efforts that integrate housing and transportation decisions, and 
increase the capacity to improve land use and zoning. Of that total, approximately $100 million will be 
available for regional integrated planning initiatives through HUD's Sustainable Communities Planning 
Grant Program. The Metropolitan Council of the Twin Cities received a $5 million grant from this 
program.

• Living Cities
Living Cities, a national community development initiative, is a philanthropic collaboration of 22 of the 
world’s largest foundations and financial institutions. The Twin Cities received a $16 million award from 
the new Integration Initiative program.



New Federal Performance Measures

FTA has revised the New Starts evaluation criteria, 
removing CEI as solely a pass/fail measure and restoring 

a more balanced approach:

CEI                    - 20%

Land Use               - 20%

Economic Development   - 20%

Mobility               - 20%

Environmental Benefits - 10%

Operating Efficiencies - 10%



Don’t Let Them Tell You It’s Impossible
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Purpose:

The sustainable communities regional planning grant will 
support regional planning efforts that integrate housing, 
land use, economic and workforce development, 
transportation, and infrastructure investments in a 
manner that empowers jurisdictions to consider the 
interdependent challenges of economic competitiveness 
and revitalization, social equity, inclusion, and access to 
opportunity, energy use and climate change, and public 
health and environmental impacts



• Provide more transportation choices

• Promote equitable, affordable housing

• Enhance economic competitiveness

• Support existing communities

• Coordinate policies and leverage investment

• Value communities and neighborhoods

Livability principles:



HUD NOFA for Sustainable Communities 
Regional Planning Grant Program

engage residents and stakeholders 
substantively and meaningfully in the 
development of the shared vision and its 
implementation early and throughout the 
process, including communities traditionally 
marginalized from such processes, while 
accommodating limited English speakers, 
persons with disabilities, and the elderly



Mandatory Outcomes

• reduced social and economic disparities for 
the low-income, minority communities and 
other disadvantaged populations within the 
target region

• Increased participation and decision-making in 
developing and implementing a long range 
vision for the region by populations 
traditionally marginalized in public planning 
processes





Structure Placement

• The Community Engagement Team is one of 
three supporting teams to the Consortium Policy 
Board   

• Other two supportive teams are Data and 
Evaluation, and Partner Collaboration team

• Guide and inform the Consortium’s community 
engagement strategies to engage 
underrepresented communities in the planning 
process and ensure their continued participation 
throughout implementation



Community Engagement 
Team Members

• Alliance for Metropolitan Stability: a coalition of grassroots 
organizations that advances racial, economic and environmental 
justice in growth and development patterns in the Twin Cities 
region,

• Nexus Community Partners: a Community Building Intermediary 
working at the intersection of community building and community 
development, engaging communities of color and immigrant 
communities to achieve equitable, sustainable revitalization, and,

• Minnesota Center for Neighborhood Organizing:  builds the 
capacity of residents and neighborhood organizations to 
successfully take on local concerns by developing the skills of 
neighborhood organizers and leaders



Core Responsibilities
• Advise Policy Board & Corridor Project Managers on the best 
strategies to engage communities traditionally under/not 
represented in the planning process,

• Ensure their continued participation during implementation,

• Develop selection criteria and make funding recommendations to 
implement tailored engagement strategies,

• Identify key neighborhood-based organizations to engage 
throughout planning processes, and,

• Work with Corridor Project Managers to promote coordination and 
integration of activities


