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Essential Tool:
Community Land Trusts

What they do:

Community land trusts (CLTs) provide

lasting community assets and shared equity
homeownership opportunities for families and
communities. CLTs develop rural and urban
agriculture projects, commercial spaces to
serve local communities, affordable rental and
cooperative housing projects, and conserve
land or urban green spaces. The focus of their
work is creating homes that remain permanently
affordable, providing successful homeownership
opportunities for generations of lower income
families. In 2022, there were more than 225 CLTs
in the United States.

Who controls them:

A typical CLT is a nonprofit run by a board, staff,
and community members. The community land
trust balances the interest of its residents, the
broader community, and the public interest to
promote wealth building, retention of public

resources, and solutions for community needs.

Where they came from:

The first community land trust grew out of the
southern civil rights movement as a tool for
establishing a new form of land tenure for Black
farmers and their families. New Communities

Inc. was founded in 1969 as a farm collective on
5,735 acres in Lee County, Georgia, and became
one of the original models for community land
trusts in the United States. In Minnesota, Rondo
Community Land Trust was the first CLT in the
state, established in 1993.

Additional resources:

« Grounded Solutions: Startup Community
Land Trust Hub

« Rondo Community Land Trust

« Africatown Community Land Trust

STEPS TO COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP

As Wyking Garrett of Africatown explained, community
programs are irrelevant “if there’s no more community,
no more people. That's why we have a an intense focus
around land.” That focus extends from initial planning to

longterm ownership, including:

DECIDING WHAT HAPPENS ON THE LAND:
Thanks to years of organizing and relationship building,
the West Side Community Organization works with the
City of St. Paul to co-create any Request for Proposals
for development in their district, so they can ensure,
from the very start, that projects in their neighborhoods

benefit their residents.

BUILDING THE PROJECTS ON THE LAND:

In Seattle, Africatown works with Black and values-
aligned planners, architects and general contractors to
guide community in envisioning and building projects
that meet their goals. They also became developers
themselves with 600 units of housing in their pipeline
and $300 million in development, completed or on the

horizon.

LIVING AND WORKING ON THE LAND:

The Rondo Community Land Trust is making it possible
for Black residents who were displaced by highway
construction to come home to and do business in their
historic Black neighborhood. Through their reparative
framework and programming, they've been able to, for
instance, support a Black woman in purchasing a Rondo
home that provided her the stability to go back to
school and open a therapy practice in one of the CLT's

community spaces.

OWNING AND STEWARDING THE LAND:

As Mikeya Griffin from the Rondo CLT put it: “It’s all
about community ownership. It's all about the community
at large being the author of its own destiny and how it
wants to see development. It's not only about utilizing
things like the Equitable Development Scorecard when
other developers are coming in, but also developing

ourselves.”

Find more resources from the symposium: thealliancetc.org/equitable-development-scorecard
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